“novel urban typology for
Johannesburg”
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Nthati Makgalemela is a recent graduate of the Unit System (2015)
and has been appointed this year as your ‘go-to girl’ for all matters
relating to administration, archiving and as a special projects
coordinator for the GSA’s first edition of Folio, which we’ll tell you
about during the course of the year. Your motto for the year: Be
Nice to Nthati. She knows more about the system and how things
work than most.

Prof Christo Vosloo

The Design Realisation Portfolio (DRP) provides the opportunity
for final year (M2) students to consider the more technical
aspects of how buildings are constructed and delivered. Students
are asked to reflect upon their relationship with technology, the
environment and the profession. This is explored through a critical
examination of their Major Design Project (MDP) taught within
the context of their individual Units. The DRP is supported by a
lecture series, seminars, individual tutorials and cross-Unit crits.
The course aims to introduce students to core knowledge that is
required in the realisation of buildings in a professional design
practice. Students are asked to consider the influence of, and
develop an attitude towards, construction, technology and the
profession, which are all seen as playing an integral role within
the creative design process.
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POLITICS AND POETICS
UNIT LEADER: Stephen Steyn
UNIT TUTORS: Patricia Theron
The idea of the political has, as its root, a question about the
organization of society: ‘how do we live together?’ The poetic,
however, encapsulates the idea of making. If we combine these two
ideas, we might ask ourselves ‘how do we make together?’ When,
in 1977, Margaret Thatcher declared that ‘there is no such thing
as society. There are men and women, and there are families’, she
was echoing a common sentiment that has become an underlying
assumption of much of our political thinking: that the ‘market’ is
neutral and thus directly reflects the desires of individuals, and
is therefore democratic. What this position ignores, however, is
history and the trajectories of past visions. This year, in Unit 10, we
will elaborate, articulate and represent the relationships between
society and the individual through experiments ranging in scale
from the global society to the Unit as a society. In the first semester,
we will develop our intuition through studies of how we make and
are made by poetry, literature, cinema and architecture. We will
interrogate and refine this intuition through a number of briefs and
social experiments in urban environments. The major project will
involve the invention of a novel urban typology for Johannesburg,
informed by a vision of a near future that answers the question:
how do we make together?

“a city of plurality”

“an architecture that is
more responsive to the
extreme reality of this city
and its people”

PP
ARCHITECTURAL PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 5
COURSE CONVENER: Prof Christo Vosloo
In a conventional architectural practice designing great
architecture is one thing. Once your design has been finalised you
need to get it built. This requires firstly the support of a structured,
focused and well-managed architectural firm and the knowledge
that will allow you to appoint a competent contractor and then the
ability to supervise the construction process. With this in mind
Architectural Professional Practice aims at giving you the knowhow that will allow you to start a practice that has the potential
to survive and support you during your professional career. The
subject will provide you with the basic knowledge required to
administer building contracts proficiently in order to avoid claims
and to ensure that your design ends up as intended. We also look
at measures which the architect can employ to protect her-or
himself in the event that such claims do materialise. In short, how
to survive and prosper while producing great work. Architects are
increasingly moving into the informal sector where they deal with
communities and assist them to create a positive and enabling
urban environment. With this in mind this subject will furthermore
provide you with the basic knowledge needed to facilitate projects
in this realm.

“profound
environmental, social
and economic change”
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REGENERATIVE URBAN LANDSCAPES
UNIT LEADERS: Dr Finzi Saidi & Edna Peres
UNIT VISITING CRITIC: Doreen Adengo
Africa is one of the fastest urbanizing regions in the world. In line
with this phenomenon, we are living through a period of profound
environmental, social and economic change. Our role as architects
is evolving along with these changes to include not only our skills
as practitioners, but also our role as facilitators looking for design
solutions rooted in local exchanges between people and their
immediate environment. To explore these transformations, Unit
15(x) will look at urban conditions that hold latent potential in
what are perceived to be ‘redundant’ sites. Investigating wetlands,
open spaces and post-industrial sites in these cities, we will ask
the question, ‘How do architects design suitable and thriving urban
settlements in equilibrium with ecosystems?’ Unit 15 (X) will
explore innovations in urban planning, post-sustainability outlooks,
wetland and environmental regeneration, and alternative built
environment practices and theory. Using potentially two locations,
Kampala, Uganda and Johannesburg, South Africa, the major
project in this unit will be an urban intervention that meets human
aspirations with environmental potential in order to shift our
current narrative to one of ‘resilience’ and ‘regeneration’.

Sumayya Vally
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FRONTIERS
UNIT LEADERS: Eric Wright & Claudia Morgado

THE ECLECTIC ATLASES
UNIT LEADER: Prof Lesley Lokko
UNIT TUTORS: Craig McClenaghan & Sumayya Vally
This year, Unit 12 will look in close detail at the work of the Italian
architect, urban planner and politician, Stefano Boeri. Although
Boeri’s concerns are largely European, Unit 12 is interested in
adapting, analysing and appropriating Boeri’s notions of ‘territorial
transformations’ by looking critically at the notion of ‘territory’
in a place of extreme slippage and flux. The site of this year’s
speculations is Cape Verde, a collection of Portuguese-speaking
islands off the west coast of Africa. Cape Verde is a new African
condition: diasporic, fluid and migrant. Over the course of the
year, students will produce a series of documents and projects
called The Eclectic Atlases, which seek new correlations between
spatial elements, the words we use to describe them, and the
mental images we project upon them. These documents and
projects are described as ‘eclectic’ since the basic criteria used
to construct them are multi-dimensional, multi-cultural, new and
experimental. The Eclectic Atlases offer various entry points into
African territorial conditions, whether urban or rural, populated
or deserted, chaotic or calm. They produce maps, sites, forms
and combinations that do not attempt to represent the world as
a stable state but rather as an interwoven composition of fluid
configurations (race, identity, culture, language, topography,
diaspora). The Eclectic Atlases will provide students with a shared
vocabulary and readings which introduce them to some of the
key themes of the Unit’s interests: an architecture of multiplicity;
diffusion; combinations; clones; grafts; upheavals and expansion.

Unit 13 is interested in new dialogues for architect, architecture
and place; in pursuit of plural modes of practice. From the point
that the mass industrialisation and successive urbanisation of the
1900s helped to frame the modern architect’s culture of personality
and mode of practice, our cities have changed dramatically. We
recognise these separated trajectories, (architect, architecture
and place), where the speed of urbanisation and innovation has
resulted in exponentially escalating rates of change. We find
ourselves beyond the point of negotiating this change, where this
speed of transformation in environmental conditions (physical,
social, economic) is steadily diverging from our ability to work
effectively and responsively using the traditional canonical forms
of architecture. The studio investigates the potential for meaningful
practice within this shifting context, adopting an ideological
shift from genius to scenius. ‘Scenius stands for the intelligence
and the intuition of a whole cultural scene. It is the communal form
of the concept of the genius.’ Brian Eno. This approach – of people
working immersively alongside and together in hybrid scenarios –
underpins the studio’s design methodology. The Unit engages these
notions at varying scales anchored in Johannesburg (and other
fictionalised Johannesburgs), a city of plurality where we aim to
uncover lessons for critical practice.
[prak-sis]
1. Practice, as distinguished from theory; application or use,
as of knowledge or skills;
2. Convention, habit, or custom;
3. A set of examples for practice.

“in pursuit of plural
modes of practice”

“an architecture of multiplicity;
diffusion; combinations;
clones; grafts; upheavals
and expansion”

Prof Randall Bird

HTD 01
AFRICAN URBANISMS: REPERTOIRE, RHYTHM
AND ASPIRATION
ELECTIVE LEADER: Dr Caroline Wanjiku Kihato
Africa is urbanizing fast. Some say that this transition from a rural
to an urban society is the fastest experienced in modern history.
This shift is as exciting as it is daunting. African cities are redefining
economies, identities and statehood in ways that call us to rethink
western theoretical frameworks and our global futures. Yet the
dominant images that Africa’s cities conjure are ones where the
landscapes are rolling shantytowns, toilets ‘fly’ and rivulets of
sewerage snake through cobbled-together homes. Africa’s cities, it
seems, tell a story of failure – the failure of modernization, capitalism
and the African state. But we believe otherwise. This course takes
you on a journey through the sights, sounds and stories of Africa’s
cities. Using photography, film, creative writing, policy and academic
literature, it grapples with the complexities of the continent’s urban
spaces — the aspiration and desperation, chaos and order, poverty
and wealth, opportunity and opportunism that are the city. It asks
you to reclaim the continent’s urban narrative by capturing its
histories, temporalities and multiple trajectories.

Dr Caroline Wanjiku Kihato

HTD 02
THE EMPOWERING FORCE OF THE ARTS: STRANGE
TOOLS, HISTORY, AND PERFORMANCES
ELECTIVE LEADER: Prof Randall Bird
We will approach the arts and architecture as ‘strange tools’
that challenge, provoke or serve as vehicles for transformation.
Even a minute detail of a painting or a building can elicit some of
the deepest questions imaginable. Among the chief goals of this
seminar is to counteract the common approach to the arts as
phenomena to be passively admired, seen or explained. Drawing
on the work of the philosopher and cognitive scientist, Alva Noe,
literary theorists Miguel Tamen and Homi Bhabha, art historians,
Zainab Bahrani and Suzanne Blier and architectural historian,
Adrian Forty, we weave what we have learned into an investigation
of spaces of transition. Drawing from the work of the late historical
anthropologist, Greg Dening, who devoted a long career to writing
about islands and ‘beach crossings’, we explore the dialectical
and inclusive perspectives of people who, for example, arrive
and depart from ocean to land and vice versa. These kinds of
transitions will be rethought in a variety of ways which, like art,
make the world a ‘performance’ of seeing and reflection. Finding
your own voice through different ways of writing is a powerful,
transformative and moving experience.

“Africa is one of the
fastest urbanizing
regions in the world”
RADICAL NEGOTIATIONS/EMERGENT
SPATIALITIES JOHANNESBURG
UNIT LEADER: Thiresh Govender
UNIT TUTOR: Jhono Bennett UNIT ASSISTANT: Tuliza Sindi
Unit 14 works on a hunch: We believe something extraordinary
exists embedded deep amongst the mayhem, chaos and madness
of Johannesburg and we want a piece of this. We believe that
through grasping a sense of this elusive understanding, we can do
things and make things in the most radical, yet grounded manner
not yet seen. The unit will commence with a series of deep dives
into specific territories of contemporary Johannesburg that have
gone through or in a state of extreme adjustment post 1994. We will
harvest from these sites the patterns and consequences of radical
change that supports human life in all its complex manifestations.
Through the deep dives, we equip ourselves with a local, yet
sophisticated spatial language that we will manipulate to generate
other urban and architectural scenarios that are simultaneously
radical and grounded. A cumulative series of studio-based projects
will look to develop critical thinking, design dexterity, methods
of working and representation that bring a unique reciprocity
between your own self and this city. Following a foundation-setting
first semester developing tools, techniques, ways of seeing,
design manifestations the second semester tests a prolonged and
deeper engagement through a design project. Understanding from
the field observations including dynamics surrounding politics,
power, appropriations, security, transience, governance and space
coalesce into a unique design realisation output. Unit 14 aligns
with a larger research interest around emergent spatial conditions
in Johannesburg towards making an architecture that is more
responsive to the extreme reality of this city and its people.
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Dr Finzi Saidi
Edna Peres

“deep dives into specific
territories of contemporary
Johannesburg”
HTD 03
UNCOMMON KNOWLEDGE: FORGETTING IMMANUEL KANT
ELECTIVE LEADER: Stephen Steyn
There are two worlds. There is the world that exists and there is the
world that is made. Enlightenment thinking has produced a common
knowledge about the nature of Nature that encourages us to think
of reality as an existing condition, which can be known ever more
accurately through incremental refinement of the scientific method.
This way of thinking splits the world into an objective reality and
a subjective reality; a world of facts and a world of opinions. This
divide is idealised in the popular imagination since both worlds are
easier to study if they are assumed to be immune to one another. At
every turn, however, architecture defies this illusion by straddling the
divide between objects and subjects (or, for that matter, by being
caught in the chasm, depending on your point of view). It is both
a thing which is exists, like nature, but also a way of knowing, like
culture. This course is aimed at developing your ability to challenge
common definitions of architecture. Through selected readings of
contemporary spatial and political theorists such as Bruno Latour,
Chantal Mouffe, Peter Sloterdijk and Slavoj Žižek, (among others),
we will attempt to locate, challenge and transform contemporary
architectural thinking.

“How do architects design
suitable and thriving urban
settlements in equilibrium
with ecosystems?”

