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Gabi Coter

“Exciting!”

ARCHITECTURE & AGENCY — DESIGN | MAKE | TRANSFORM
Amira Osman (Leader), Jhono Bennett and Tariq Toffa (Tutors)
Unit 2 is based on the understanding that the Built Environment
comes into existence and transforms as a social/physical
ecosystem where buildings and neighbourhoods are never finished,
but rather transform part by part. At the core of this Unit, are
concepts which include levels of decision-making (such as urban
design and architecture); distributed control of environmental
decision-making among many different agents; and the idea that
the interface between technical systems allows the replacement of
one system with another performing the same function.
Shyam Patel

These concepts will be studied from building/neighbourhood
project-level to city/policy higher-level decision-making. The unit
will apply socio-technical approaches, methodologies & tools/
toolkits in community engagment projects as well as study existing
and new building types known by their capacity to accommodate a
variety of changing uses. Unit 2 is based on the premise that “open”
buildings are not tightly integrated with programmes of use and are
able to offer architectural infrastructure of sustained architectural
quality, as well as spatial and technical capacity.

“Guided!”

Tiffany Melless

“All-Consuming”

This unit links strongly with current international trends in thinking
about the built environment. International case studies will be
presented. Indeed, one of the aims of this Unit is to demonstrate
that Open Building is highly relevant to South Africa – and that
South Africa may become the pioneer for Open Building in
developing countries. To help promote the intentions of Unit 2,
one student will be offered an opportunity to travel to Zurich,
Switzerland, to the ETH Wohnforum – ETH CASE which will be
hosting the 2015 Open Building Conference in September.

Elias Panagiotopoulos

“Raaaaadical!”

The intentions of Unit 2 also resonate strongly with present-day
South African concerns. National policy, the National Development
Plan, Vision 2030 and the newly launched (and perhaps wrongly
termed) Master Spatial Plan will be considered, as well as city
level visions. There will also be a number of inter-departmental
collaborations within FADA/UJ.
Unit 2 will explore the boundaries between architecture & planning,
building & city and architecture & infrastructure towards a new
way of designing and building in the interest of of spatial equity,
access to opportunity, efficiency in design, finance, management,
maintenance and implementation.
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“Unit 1 investigates infrastructure, at
all scales, from the hard to the soft.”

ARCHITECTURE & INFRASTRUCTURE —
LEARNING FROM MAIN REEF ROAD
Alex Opper (Leader) and Lorenzo Nassimbeni (Tutor)

Unit 2 offers an exceptional opportunity to engage with a national
and international network of thinkers/practitioners in the field of
Open Building, Urbanism and Human Settlements – an engagement
that spans across South Africa, Kenya, Brazil, Lebanon and the USA.
Contact: amirao@uj.ac.za

Amira Osman
Jhono Bennett
Tariq Toffa

“Unit 2 is based on the understanding
that the Built Environment comes
into existence and transforms as a
social/physical ecosystem where
buildings and neighbourhoods are
never finished, but rather transform
part by part.”
“Indeed, one of the aims of this Unit
is to demonstrate that Open Building
is highly relevant to South Africa –
and that South Africa may become
the pioneer for Open Building in
developing countries.”

Unit 1 investigates infrastructure, at all scales, from the hard (the
city systems that join its parts or – in the case of Johannesburg –
often divide them) to the soft (the social and cultural webs that
shape the ways we continuously negotiate our position in, and
right to, the city).

Zoë Goodbrand

“Inspiring”

Infrastructure is often understood as the basic organisational
elements needed for a society or city to function effectively.
In built environment terms, it usually refers to the ‘harder’,
more fixed structures of support – roads, bridges, water supply,
sewers, electrical grids, and telecommunications; it can also
refer to more typological, architectural building blocks such as
hospitals, schools, factories, etc. Unit 1 takes a broader view of
infrastructure by zooming in on often-overlooked and hidden
elements of a society and the ‘softer’ and more flexible nature of
‘people as infrastructure’.
Monique Goncalves

This year, Unit 1 will investigate Main Reef Road (MMR), also
known as the R29. As its name suggests, this road topographically
echoes the subterranean seam of gold, which catalysed
Johannesburg into existence. MMR – said to be the longest
road with a single name in the southern hemisphere – in all its
raw understatement, represents a more low-key register of
what the skyline of Johannesburg‘s Central Business District
achieves as an obvious visual translation of wealth. MMR serves
Unit 1 as a stage for the questioning, testing and stretching of
what ‘infrastructure’ might mean as we dive headlong into the
increasing urban complexity of the 21st century. In this way, Unit
1 continues ‘fold the [architectural] studio into the field’, a way of
teaching that we have developed at FADA/UJ over the last seven
years. Our investigations will shed light on the hidden forces,
structures and systems that underpin the way society functions,
phenomena that are rarely seen, understood or appreciated.
Unit 1’s two-year process will be bolstered by presentations
from critical practitioners and decision-makers in the context of
Johannesburg’s urban future, as one of the world’s 28 megacities.
Case studies will be illuminated and urban dialogues with other
cities explored (with a focus on cities of the Global South).
Finally, if funding is raised, there exists a possibility that the unit
participants may travel, as a way of reinforcing urban exchanges
between cities with similar challenges and possibilities to those of
Johannesburg.

“Perspective!”

Wayne Matthews

“Explorative!”

Alex Opper
Lorenzo Nassimbeni

Harry Johnson

“Self-taught”

Contact: alexo@uj.ac.za

“Unit 1’s two-year process will be bolstered by presentations from critical
practitioners and decision-makers in the context of Johannesburg’s urban future,
as one of the world’s 28 megacities.”

Pierre Roux

“Family!”

3
ARCHITECTURE & SPECULATION
Lesley Lokko (Leader) and Craig McClenaghan (Tutor)
Unit 3 is interested in speculation at all levels: from the choice of
site, means of representation right down to choices of materials
and forms. As the saying goes, ‘sometimes you gotta speculate
to accumulate.’ We are looking for risk-takers, speculative
architectural ‘investors’, exceptional students who are prepared
to challenge themselves, and us. We are interested in buildings,
sites, landscapes and situations that creatively explore the
social, political and material cultures of specific places. We are
also interested in each student’s imagination and originality. We
encourage individual responses and ideas whilst maintaining the
core identity of Unit 3 as a place of genuine experimentation and
speculation. We will look at the nature of contemporary global
architectural thought and practice with a view to building an
African architecture of tomorrow, one that looks to its past but
is not weighed down by it; one that embraces the future boldly,
creatively, speculatively.
As part of a three-year research proposal that looks at three sites
located on the ‘edges’ of Africa – Zanzibar, Cap Verde and Djerba
- this year, students in Unit 3 will travel to the island of Zanzibar,
located off the coast of Tanzania. In its long history, Zanzibar has
seen almost every form of rule: from Islamic sultanate to British
protectorate and is now a semi-autonomous political entity under
multiparty political control. Once known as the ‘Spice Islands’,
the islands that make up Zanzibar are now a predominantly créole
(mixed) culture and it is this aspect of hybridisation that we are
interested in exploring in architectural terms. The major design
project of the year will be a terminus building: it is up to each
student in the unit to define their own terminus - a small airport,
a ferry terminal, an immigration office; a border station or maybe
even a halfway house? We will be looking at hybrids in history,
film, literature and mythology; Janus, the Roman god of beginnings
and transitions (and therefore of gates, doorways, passages and
endings); entities with (and of) double and multiple meanings;
shape-shifters; translators; interpreters; tricksters and charlatans.
Following our six-day site visit, we will return to Johannesburg
to carry out a series of smaller projects leading up to the final
project. The year will be divided into three distinct ‘zones’: Zone 1:
Representation (finding your language); Zone 2: Translation (from
language to form) and Zone 3: Resolution (the detailed resolution
of a beautifully considered project, at multiple scales, whether
built or landscape.)

Shani Fakir

“Fulfilling!”

Dave Couto

“Critical”

Welcome to Unit 3!
Contact: llokko@uj.ac.za
Rachel Wilson

“Inspiring”

‘Unit 3 is interested in speculation,
in building an African architecture
of tomorrow. As the saying goes,
“sometimes you gotta speculate
to accumulate.”’

Lesley Lokko
Craig McClenaghan

‘We are looking for risk-takers,
speculative architectural “investors”,
students who’re prepared to
challenge themselves, and us.’

