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theory and history

dialogues at the gsa

The transformation of Theory
and History into (and through)
both locally relevant content and
contemporary global idioms, requires
the development of a diverse range
RI  UHÁH[LYH SURJUDPPHV LQ WHDFKLQJ
and research. The following draft
proposal is an attempt to represent a
conceptual framework within which
the programme structure can be
developed and manipulated so that
WKLV UHÁH[LYLW\ FDQ EH RSWLPL]HG
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7RRUJDQL]HWKHYDULRXVDVSHFWVRI 7KHRU\DQG+LVWRU\DWWKH*6$
the programme is represented as a spatial environment. This means of
representation allows for the description of course content, relative
hierarchies and time frames, as well as the positioning of staff
and students, in a single image. It also communicates an intuitive
understanding of some of the programme’s intentions, which include
developing alternative means of describing theories and histories
and the broadening of students’ ability to translate between formal,
YHUEDODQGWH[WXDODUJXPHQWV
The overall intention of this Theory and History programme is to
SURGXFH JUDGXDWHV WKDW DUH DEOH WR EHWWHU QDYLJDWH WKH FRPSOH[
ambiguous and dynamic social, material and political environments
in which they will be immersed for the rest of their careers. To do so,
the programme facilitates the development of skills and literacies in
ZULWLQJÀOPPDNLQJGLDOHFWLFVUKHWRULFDQGFORVHUHDGLQJ
In addition to these basic skills, the programme connects at various
points to sources and networks outside the academy in order to
produce locally impactful, creative research.
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Enrolment for 2017 is at about 80 students in total, of whom about
FRQVWLWXWHWKHÀUVWLQWDNHLQWRWKHQHZ\HDU7KHRU\DQG+LVWRU\
programme. This intake will occur during the third quarter (discussed
in detail later in this document under the title, Foundation).
Theory and History will run over three quarters from February to
6HSWHPEHU HQGLQJ ZLWK WKH DQQXDO RQHGD\ 7KHRU\ DQG +LVWRU\
Colloquium at the onset of the fourth quarter.
,Q RUGHU WR IDFLOLWDWH WKH WUDQVLWLRQ IURP WKH IRUPHU 0IRFXVHG
SURJUDPPHWKHÀUVWVHPHVWHURI LVGHVLJQHGDVDQH[SHULPHQWDO
phase with the introduction of the HTD MasterClass; a limited,
voluntary “publications & media” course for students selected
from the 2016 M1 programme. Works produced during this phase
ZLOO FRQWULEXWH WR WKH &ROORTXLXP LQ 6HSWHPEHU  6XEVHTXHQW
colloquia will be supplied with material from the History and Theory
Dissertation (HTD) modules.
7KHWKLUGTXDUWHURI VHHVWKHRIÀFLDOODXQFKRI WKHQHZ\HDU
SURJUDPPH ZLWK DQ LQWURGXFWRU\ FRXUVH ZKLFK H[SRVHV DOO 0
students to foundational practical skills in punctuation, vocabulary,
style, referencing, research, and analysis.
,QGLYLGXDOHOHFWLYHPRGXOHVZLOOEHODXQFKHGDWWKHRQVHWRI WKHÀUVW
TXDUWHURI 6WXGHQWVZKRKDYHSDVVHGWKURXJKWKHLQWURGXFWRU\
FRXUVH FDQ QRZ HQWHU VSHFLDOL]HG PRGXOHV GLVFXVVHG LQ PRUH GHWDLO
under History and Theory Dissertation) with an improved set of
basic skills as well as a more sophisticated and mature understanding
of their own interests and proclivities.

Structure

Staff

7KHFRXUVHPDNHVXVHRI IRXUVWDIÀQJFDWHJRULHV
Course Coordinator
Module Leader
Module Tutor
Professional Services Liaison
The four roles outlined above come with different responsibilities and
H[SHFWDWLRQV:KLOVWWKLVLVVWLOODZRUNLQSURJUHVVWKHVHUROHVFDQEH
GHVFULEHGWKXV
Course Coordinator
7KH &RXUVH &RRUGLQDWRU LV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH JHQHUDO RUJDQL]DWLRQ
of the overall Theory and History programme, and for determining,
LQ FRQVXOWDWLRQ ZLWK WKH +HDG RI  6FKRRO DV ZHOO DV WKH )DFXOW\
Dean, the general direction and vision for Theory and History at the
*6$ *HQHUDO RUJDQL]DWLRQ LQFOXGHV VWDII  PDQDJHPHQW KLULQJ DQG
negotiation of contracts as well as the management of quality and
consistency across modules. In addition the Coordinator is responsible
IRUGHWHUPLQLQJDQGLQYLWLQJPRGHUDWRUVIRUH[WHUQDOTXDOLW\FRQWURO
It is also the Course Coordinator’s responsibility to monitor and
address issues, concerns, and opportunities through the Theory and
History Monthly Meeting (THMM) which will generally take
SODFHRQWKHDIWHUQRRQRI WKHÀUVW0RQGD\RI HYHU\PRQWK
Module Leader
Module Leaders are responsible for setting the overall agenda and
direction of their elective module as well as naming the Module;
outlining the Module’s content and approach to students and
colleagues; setting the pace of teaching; managing the balance of
lectures, seminars, tutorials and student presentations; setting
briefs; disseminating all administrative requirements of the module;
RUJDQL]LQJVWXGHQWIHHGEDFNIRUPVDQGVXSSO\LQJDOOHOHFWLYHVWXGHQWV
ZLWKRQHZULWWHQIHHGEDFNUHSRUWDWWKHHQGRI WKHÀUVWTXDUWHU,Q
addition, in the third quarter, module leaders will be involved in the
operations of the Foundation course either as tutors or lecturers.
0RGXOHOHDGHUVDUHDOVRH[SHFWHGWRFRQWULEXWHWRWKHSODQQLQJDQG
H[HFXWLRQRI WKH7KHRU\DQG+LVWRU\&ROORTXLXPLQ6HSWHPEHU

Module Tutor
The Module Tutor functions as a teaching and assessment assistant
to a Module Leader. Tutors are assigned where Modules have large
QXPEHUV RU ZKHUH WKH RWKHU H[HFXWLYH GXWLHV RI  D 0RGXOH /HDGHU
creates a need for assistance in teaching, assessment, administrative
GXWLHV RU ORJLVWLFV 0RGXOH 7XWRUV DUH H[SHFWHG WR DWWHQG DQG
FRQWULEXWH WR WKH 7+00 DQG ZLOO EH LQYROYHG LQ WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ
DQG H[HFXWLRQ RI  DX[LOLDU\ IXQFWLRQV RI  WKH 7KHRU\ DQG +LVWRU\
programme in general. Module Tutors will also function as tutors in
the Foundation programme during the third quarter. The position
LV LQWHQGHG DV DQ LQWURGXFWRU\ H[SHULHQFH QRW ODVWLQJ PRUH WKDQ
two years, in which recent graduates acquire teaching, research and
DGPLQLVWUDWLYHH[SHULHQFHZLWKWKHLQWHQWLRQRI PHQWRUVKLSVRWKDW
they may go on either to further study, or to a Module Leader position.
,WLVDRQHGD\DZHHNDSSRLQWPHQW RUGLQDULO\7XHVGD\V GXULQJWKH
ÀUVWWKUHHTXDUWHUVRI WKH\HDUDQGDQHTXLWDEOHEDODQFHVKRXOGEH
struck between administrative and teaching/mentoring tasks.
Professional Services Liaison
7KH3URIHVVLRQDO6HUYLFHV/LDLVRQLVLQYROYHGLQ7KHRU\DQG+LVWRU\
RQ ERWK D SURMHFWEDVHG OHYHO DQG DW WKH WHDFKLQJ OHYHO 2Q WKH
SURMHFWEDVHG OHYHO WKH 3URIHVVLRQDO 6HUYLFHV /LDLVRQ LV LQYROYHG LQ
WKHORJLVWLFVDQGRUJDQL]DWLRQRI WKH7KHRU\DQG+LVWRU\&ROORTXLXP
as well as the maintenance and development of the Salon and its
various components (both in close consultation with the Course
Coordinator and Module Leaders and, where necessary, the Unit
/HDGHUV DQG 8QLW 6\VWHP &RXUVH &RRUGLQDWRU  2Q WKH WHDFKLQJ
OHYHO WKH 3URIHVVLRQDO 6HUYLFHV /LDLVRQ ZLOO FRQWULEXWH  OHFWXUHV
WR WKH ZHHN )RXQGDWLRQ FRXUVH ZLWK D IRFXV RQ WKH WHFKQLFDOLWLHV
UDWKHU WKDQ FRQWHQW  RI  ZULWWHQ ZRUN 7KH 3URIHVVLRQDO 6HUYLFHV
/LDLVRQLVH[SHFWHGWRSURGXFHDUHSRUWRQWKHIXQFWLRQVLQWHQWLRQV
DQGRXWFRPHVRI WKH6DORQDQGLWVDVVRFLDWHGSURJUDPPHV,WLVDRQH
GD\DZHHNDSSRLQWPHQWIRUWKHÀUVWWKUHHTXDUWHUVRI WKH\HDU

Foundation
Quarter Three
2IWHQPXFKRI DVWXGHQW·VDUJXPHQWLQWKHRU\LVDVVHVVHGEDVHGRQ
their command of English rather than the content of their work.
Though it is apparent that this needs to be addressed (through for
H[DPSOHWKHLQWURGXFWLRQDQGDGYDQFHPHQWRI DYDULHW\RI PHGLDLQ
WKHH[SUHVVLRQRI WKHRU\DQGKLVWRU\ WKHWUDQVODWLRQRI DUJXPHQWV
into our de facto lingua franca remains an indispensable part of
tertiary education.
$V VXFK WKH WKLUG TXDUWHU WKH ÀUVW SDUW RI  WKH FRXUVH  ZLOO VHUYH
as an introduction, for M1 students, to some common techniques
RI  ZULWLQJ LQ (QJOLVK WKDW PD\ HDVH WKH WUDQVLWLRQ IRU QRQQDWLYH
speakers. In addition to assisting such students, the introduction of a
QXPEHURI FRPSOH[H[HUFLVHVLQDQDO\VLVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQDQGUHVHDUFK
ZLOOEHQHÀWPRUHFRPIRUWDEOHZULWHUVE\GHHSHQLQJWKHLULQTXLULHV
This generic period will also give M1 students much needed time
to consider their research interests more carefully before advancing
to M2 and the History and Theory Dissertation. Contact sessions
include a weekly lecture and tutorial sessions with small groups or
LQGLYLGXDOVJHQHUDOO\RQ7XHVGD\DIWHUQRRQV,QDGGLWLRQWKH6DORQ
will serve as a resource for the development of both technical skills
(The Writing Desk) and intriguing content (The Reading Room).
7KHFRXUVHZRUNIRUWKHVHYHQZHHN)RXQGDWLRQ SURJUDPPHZLOOEH
introduced to students through a number of comprehensive briefs
from which they may select those which most appeal to their interests.
The result will be a 1500 word written analysis of an art product.
6WXGHQWV ZLOO EH DVNHG WR ÀQG FULWLTXH DQDO\VH DQG HOXFLGDWH WKH
space/spatiality within a given product. ‘Products’ in this instance
ranging from websites, to music videos (and even buildings).

History and Theory
Minor Dissertation
Early February - Early June
7KH +LVWRU\ DQG 7KHRU\ 0LQRU 'LVVHUWDWLRQ +7'  IRUPV $QQH[
$ RI  D VWXGHQW·V 3RUWIROLR 'LVVHUWDWLRQV DUH SURGXFHG ZLWKLQ WKH
VHWWLQJ RI  DQ (OHFWLYH 0RGXOH ZKLFK LV D GHÀQHG UHVHDUFK DUHD
GHVFULEHG E\ D 0RGXOH /HDGHU 7KRXJK D JHQHULF GHÀQLWLRQ RI  WKH
0LQRU'LVVHUWDWLRQLV¶D·ZRUGWKHRUHWLFDODQGKLVWRULFDO
VWXG\ ZLWKLQ WKH IUDPHZRUN RI  WKH 0RGXOH· LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI  D
GHFRORQL]LQJFXUULFXOXPWKHLQFOXVLRQRI DYDULHW\RI PHGLDIRUWKH
H[SUHVVLRQRI KLVWRU\DQGWKHRU\LVSURSRVHGLQRUGHUWRH[SDQGRQ
XQLTXHFRQWH[WXDORSSRUWXQLWLHV
7KH ÀUVW TXDUWHU WKXV VHUYHV DV D ODERUDWRU\ IRU WKH GHYHORSPHQW
RI  ULFK DQG FRPSOH[ UHVHDUFK SURSRVDOV 7KURXJK LQFOXVLRQ RI 
DOWHUQDWLYHPHGLD RWKHUWH[WV LQWKHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRI FRXUVHFRQWHQW
(prescribed reading) and the development of briefs, the curriculum
PD\EHEURDGHQHGDQGH[LVWLQJFRQYHQWLRQVFKDOOHQJHGDQGWHVWHG
'XULQJ WKH VHFRQG TXDUWHU VWXGHQWV DUH H[SHFWHG WR UHÀQH WKHLU
SURSRVDOVLQWRHVVD\VÀOPVDQGRURWKHUPHGLD DWWKHGLVFUHWLRQRI 
the Module Leader). While the assessment will not be done according
WRZRUGFRXQWFRPSOH[LW\FRPSDUDEOHWKDWSRVVLEOHLQD¶
ZRUGGRFXPHQWLVH[SHFWHG
,WLVVXJJHVWHGWKDWWXWRULDOVW\OHVHPLQDUVPHHWLQJVDUHXVHGWRDVVLVW
students on an individual basis. Internal assessment will take place
before the onset of the fourth quarter. Internal moderation will also
WDNHSODFHDWWKLVVWDJH$IWHULQWHUQDOFRQVHQVXVKDVEHHQUHDFKHGD
VHOHFWLRQRI 0LQRU'LVVHUWDWLRQVZLOOEHVHQWIRUH[WHUQDOPRGHUDWLRQ
([WHUQDOPRGHUDWLRQLVH[SHFWHGWRFRPSOHWHQHDUWKHHQGRI 2FWREHU

Associated Projects
$NH\IHDWXUHRI WKH*6$LVLWVDELOLW\WRIRUPPHDQLQJIXOFRQQHFWLRQV
DQGQHWZRUNVERWKORFDOO\DQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\$VSDUWRI DKLJKO\
dynamic and constantly evolving process, a number of associated
projects are beginning to take shape. They may merge into fully
ÁHGJHGSURJUDPPHVRI WKHLURZQRUOLNHWKH+7'0DVWHU&ODVVRI 
2017, become the foundations of new projects.
2QWKHKRUL]RQIRU7KHRU\DQG+LVWRU\DUHDQXPEHURI SURPLVLQJ
RIIVKRRWV LQ GHYHORSPHQW $PRQJ WKHVH LV D SURSRVHG 0$ LQ
$UFKLWHFWXUDO-RXUQDOLVPDQG&ULWLFLVPDRQH\HDUSRVWSURIHVVLRQDO
Master’s course focused on documenting, analysing and interpreting
-RKDQQHVEXUJDVWKHFRQÁXHQFHRI VLJQLÀFDQWFRQWUDVWV7KHFRXUVH
will aim to develop ‘new voices, and a new generation of architectural
critics’.
$QRWKHUGHYHORSPHQWLVDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOFROODERUDWLRQEHWZHHQVWDII 
DQGVWXGHQWVRI WKH+7'0DVWHU&ODVVDQG3URIHVVRU&*UHLJ
Crysler from The University of California, Berkeley. Through a series
of seminars and conversations during 2017, a continuous collaboration
LVEHLQJGHYHORSHGIRUIXWXUHH[FKDQJHVEHWZHHQ7KHRU\DQG+LVWRU\
DWWKH*6$DQGWKH8&%HUNHOH\&ROOHJHRI (QYLURQPHQWDO'HVLJQ
7KURXJKWKH'RPXV$IULFD6WXG\*URXSWKHSURJUDPPHFRQQHFWVWR
WKHHGLWRULDOWHDPDWWKHXSFRPLQJ'RPXV$IULFD$VXSSOHPHQWWR
'RPXV,WDO\LQ-XQHFDOOHGFuture African Cities Supplement and the
XSFRPLQJODXQFKRI 'RPXV$IULFD2QOLQHVHUYHDVWKHIRXQGDWLRQV
IRU'RPXV$IULFD2QWKLVSODWIRUPVWXGHQWVLQWKHSURJUDPPHDUH
EHJLQQLQJWRJDLQDFFHVVWRVLJQLÀFDQWQHWZRUNVIRUSXEOLVKLQJORFDO
content internationally, while also being given a glimpse of editorial
processes.

The Reading Room

The Writing Desk

Publication Platform

The Salon is divided into three categories, the Reading Room, The
Writing Desk and Publication Platform.
7KH 5HDGLQJ 5RRP LV PRGHOOHG RQ WKH 6DORQV RUJDQL]HG DQG
frequented by intellectuals, poets, tastemakers and philosophers
VLQFHWKHWKFHQWXU\0DQDJHGE\WKH3URIHVVLRQDO6HUYLFHV/LDLVRQ
the Reading Room is a travelling institution dedicated to making
interesting conversation from the prescribed readings of individual
+7'(OHFWLYH0RGXOHV2QWKHPRVWOLWHUDOOHYHOLWSURYLGHVUHDGLQJV
of (and subsequent conversations on) the prescribed readings of the
Modules and the Foundation Course. Its nomadic nature allows it
to engage with the public, though on a more intimate scale than the
Colloquium, for which it is also an incubator of interest.
The Writing Desk is focused on technical skills development and
training for the cultivation of good writing habits. In addition, it
VHUYHVDVDVWRUHIRUEXLOGLQJXSDGDWDEDVHRI LQIRUPDWLYHWH[WVRQ
WKH DUW RI  ZULWLQJ 6XFK WH[WV PD\ LQFOXGH VW\OH JXLGHV UHVRXUFHV
relating to grammar and translation, as well as referencing guides
The dissemination and collation of these resources is at the discretion
RI WKH3URIHVVLRQDO6HUYLFHV/LDLVRQ
$W WKH 3XEOLFDWLRQ 3ODWIRUP WKH 3URIHVVLRQDO 6HUYLFHV /LDLVRQ
keeps a database of potential publication platforms and conferences
and their various requirements and preferences. The goal is to pair
promising outputs from the Modules and Foundation course with
publishers and to give students access and advice on submission
procedures and upcoming opportunities.

Salon

Colloquium
Late September

The annual Theory and History Colloquium is an opportunity for
staff and students to showcase, discuss, test and develop ideas in a
public forum.
$WWKLVHYHQWH[WUDFWVIURPRXWVWDQGLQJGLVVHUWDWLRQVLQHDFKPRGXOH
are reworked into conference papers and are presented in conjunction
with the alternative media installations undertaken during the course
RI WKHSUHFHGLQJWKUHHTXDUWHUV6HOHFWHGDFDGHPLFVDQGSUDFWLWLRQHUV
are invited to deliver commentary on our products within their
SDUWLFXODUÀHOGVRI LQWHUHVW
:KLOHWKH&ROORTXLXPVHUYHVDVDQRSSRUWXQLW\IRUWKH*6$WRUHYHDO
its work (and workings) to the broader public and members of the
SURIHVVLRQ LW LV DOVR D XVHIXO RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU WKH *6$ WR SOD\ DQ
active role in the production and maintenance of a critical audience
for architecture.
The Colloquium is accompanied by a Wine Bar, where critics and
students can develop networks and link research interests.

